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 A strange and beautiful sport is held in the territory of a small town. A few boxers have been appearing at regular intervals, but their records are for the most part unremarkable. The main attraction is the amateur boxing championship of the Russian Republic, one of the few remaining amateur tournaments in the territory, the winner of which earns a chance to represent his country in international
tournaments. A new generation of champions is developing in this town. The tournament is held in the oldest sport hall in the territory. It is a room which is only big enough to accommodate a few dozen spectators, but more than that is heard around it. Some shout “Chess!,” others “Shuffleboard.” One time a dashing young man with beautiful eyes and a smile as wide as the territory came to the town
hall to play chess. You don’t need a genius to play chess, said a local sportswoman. The chessboard, you understand, can be composed by intuition alone. Just try it! The young man gladly agreed. But he was weak on squares, so when he had to play on the chessboard he always ended up in the most vulnerable position. “You should take a lesson in squares,” said his opponent. “What squares?” “It’s the
squares around the chessboard that count.” “I don’t follow you,” said the young man. “Don’t you know what a rook, a bishop, a knight and a pawn are?” “No, I don’t.” “We’ll make a test. Rook, bishop, knight and pawn. Look, we put the king on R8. A knight heads west, and a pawn to the south. A rook heads south-east, and a bishop north-east. And a knight heads east, and a bishop west. And a pawn

heads north. You take it from me, the pieces are not arranged according to the squares.” “But why are they arranged in that way?” “It is how the pieces are arranged in chess.” “Chess is just a game. People play chess, and they think it’s so fascinating. I understand, really. When you’re hunting, you’ 82157476af
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